
 

El Paso Young Democrats 
Candidate questionnaire for the 2020 municipal 

elections 



Forward 
The El Paso Young Democrats (EPYD) is a chapter of the Texas 
Young Democrats — one of the largest partisan youth organizations 
in the nation. With nearly one hundred members, EPYD continues to 
grow and advocate for progressive change in El Paso and in the 
Democratic Party.  

On behalf of the entire organization, let me first and foremost thank 
you for seeking our endorsement and committing yourself to being 
an ally in the fights ahead. While Donald J. Trump remains the 
greatest threat to our country and its democracy, there are still many 
systemic problems that persist in the lives of El Pasoans every day, 
threats that preceded him and will remain long after he is is out of 
office. Remaining, that is, unless we do everything we can to change 
our reality. Your running for office is a step towards this change. 

In El Paso, giving young voices a seat at the table, both in the 
government and in the Party, is long overdue. As the official voice of 
young Democrats in the county and city, our endorsement signifies 
that you, as a candidate, are not only a champion of young people, 
but are willing and ready to give them a seat at the head of the 
table.  

Onward!   

J.J. Martinez 
President  

“I may not live to see our glory, but I will gladly join the fight… Legacy what is a 
legacy? It’s planting seeds in a garden you never get to see.” —from Hamilton  



Requirements for 
endorsement  
Per the Bylaws of the organization, in races classified as “non-
partisan,” candidates who publicly align themselves with the 
Democratic Party and who have voted in the last two (2) Democratic 
primaries or runoffs are eligible for an endorsement from the 
organization. Exceptions to the latter requirement may be made for 
candidates who were reasonably unable to do so — for example, 
because of age.  

There is no age requirement for an endorsement.  

Process for endorsement  
After you’ve filled out the questionnaire, we’ll contact you to 
schedule a private interview with the Committee on Endorsements, 
and may ask that you join us for a public forum or meeting. Because 
of the pandemic, such interviews or forums will be virtual (via Zoom) 
unless noted otherwise.  

Once the above has been completed, the Committee will vote to 
recommend the endorsement to the General Assembly (all the 
members of the organization) who must approve of the 
recommendation for the endorsement to be made. 

For full endorsement procedures, please refer to the organization’s 
Bylaws, Article VII, which may be found at eptxyds.org/about-us.  

http://eptxyds.org/about-us


Sample question 
This questionnaire contains seven (7) questions, answerable based 
on a scale from one (1) to five (5), one (1) being no support for and 
five (5) being strong support for. After the question, the space below 
is provided for you to explain and elaborate. A space is also 
provided at the end to answer other questions which are optional. 
Questionnaires are public and will be made available to the 
Committee, the membership while the endorsement is being 
considered, and published following the endorsement process. 
Questions may not necessarily reflect the platform of the El Paso 
Young Democrats.  

Sample Question 
Do you support amending the city charter to make the official color 
of the City of El Paso gold?  

1  2  3  4  5 
No support      Strong Support 

Gold is the color of  the sun. It is correct for a city nicknamed 

“ The Sun City” to adopt it as its official color. I will also work  

with other municipal leaders to implement a complete brand 

overhaul for the City of  El Paso to ensure our image is modern, 

welcoming and reflective of  our bi-national community.  

Once completed — written on or typed out — please email a 
scanned or completed version to admin@eptxyds.org. Please 
direct all questions to admin@eptxyds.org.  

mailto:admin@eptxyds.org
mailto:admin@eptxyds.org


Candidate information 
Please complete the following.  

Your full name: 

The office you’re running for:  

Your political party affiliation: 

(Optional) A brief bio:  

Your (campaign’s) phone number:  

Your (campaign’s) email address:  

Your (campaign’s) address:  

By signing below, you affirm that the information provided 
above is correct, that you meet the qualifications for an 
endorsement, and that you are committed to interviews with the 
Committee on Endorsements.  

X____________________________________  Date: __/__/2020  



Question 1 
In the current manager-council system, a considerable amount of 
power is vested in an unelected city official who, while answerable 
to the council, many argue is unanswerable to the electorate. Do 
you support holding a referendum to amend the city charter to 
adopt a mayor-council system (and do you support such an 
amendment passing)?  

1  2  3  4  5 
No support      Strong Support 



Question 2 
In the last mayoral runoff election, only seven (7) percent of 
registered voters voted, resulting in the election of Dee Margo as 
mayor. Given the fact that El Paso suffers from incredibly low voter 
turnout in runoff elections, do you support amending the city 
charter to implement ranked-choice voting for municipal elections 
(such as what was adopted by the Las Cruses City Council in June 
2018 for their municipal elections)?  

1  2  3  4  5 
No support      Strong Support 



Question 3 
Do you support the reallocation of money from the El Paso Police 
Department’s $158,000,000 budget to public services, such as 
transportation, social programs, investments in infrastructure, etc.?  

1  2  3  4  5 
No support      Strong Support 



Question 4 
Do you support the complete demilitarization of the El Paso Police 
Department, a moratorium on the usage of tear gas, and adopting 
the policies of the “8 Can’t Wait” campaign?  

1  2  3  4  5 
No support      Strong Support 



Question 5 
The destruction of Durangito and the approval to continue 
construction of a sports arena downtown is an ongoing conflict 
which highlights the growing issue of gentrification in our 
community. Do you support the building of the arena as planned?  

1  2  3  4  5 
No support      Strong Support 



Question 6 
In 2017, Mayor Dee Margo cast the deciding vote in voting down a 
city ID program, explaining "I do not want to give the inference that 
we are a sanctuary city, as we are not" (Texas Tribune, 2017). 
Proponents of the program argue that this would aide those, 
especially immigrants and the poor, who are unable to obtain a 
state-issued license and give them access to city services. Do you 
support the city funding a municipal ID program?  

1  2  3  4  5 
No support      Strong Support 



Question 7 
El Paso’s median household income is $44,597 a year, with 20% of 
El Pasoans living in poverty, according to the United States Census 
Bureau. With cities like Austin and Houston successfully adopting a 
$15 and $12 an hour minimum wage respectively for city 
employees and contracted workers, do you believe the City of El 
Paso should utilize the mechanisms available to it to raise the 
minimum wage in the same manner? Would you work with state 
legislators to advocate for statewide legislation which allows cities 
and counties to set the minimum wage for their jurisdictions? 

1  2  3  4  5 
No support      Strong Support 



(Optional) Questions 
8. What should the municipal government be doing differently in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic?  

9. If elected, how will you give young El Pasoans the representation 
in municipal government that has been lacking for so long?  

10. What other policies would you seek to implement? What are 
your top priorities if elected?  





Thank you! 
That’s the end of the questionnaire. Please email your completed 
or scanned questionnaire to admin@eptxyds.org. Feel free to 
attach any other information — campaign literature, policy 
proposals, etc. — that you think would be beneficial for the El Paso 
Young Democrats to review.  

In the coming days, our team will be contacting you via the 
information provided to schedule a virtual interview (unless 
otherwise stated).  

Please direct all questions to admin@eptxyds.org.  

——— 
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